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QC to construct schools for

s Monday, September 26 201 1

_ student relocatees

’l‘he Quezon City government

‘will allocate funds for the
construction of two-story school
buildings for elementary and high

* school students from relocated QC.

families in Rodriguez, Rizal.

According to Mayor Herbert

- Bautista, he already directed City
Treasurer Edgar Villanueva to
coordinate with the Department

of Education and the local

government of Rodriguez, Rizal on

addressing the educational needs
of the affected children.

“The QC government is willing

“to provide assistance to those

informal settler families in Rizal

to enable them to finally cope
with their situation in the
relocation site, including the need
for basic education for their
children,” Bautista told members
- of the Quezon City Press Club.
It was, however, not known
immediately how much would the
school buildings cost. Details as

to when it would be started were

not also made available.
Earlier, the local government,

on orders of the mayor, had
turned over electric sub-meters,

. with a total cost of P1 million, to

' the new homes of some 1,000

- informal settler families in

cnl g
SUel

“indigent

Soutlmlle, Baranga.y San stdro,
Rodriguez.

Beneficiaries of the electric
sub-meters include some of the
victims of typhoon “Ondoy” and
families living
dangerously along creeks and

' riverways such as the Tullahan

River, San Francisco River and
Culiat Creek.

- Also given their share of the
sub-meters are families displaced
during a demolition of shanties
along 6th and 7th Streets in
Barangay Mariana, the city
government said.

It has also agreed to shoulder

the cost of the electric sub-meters

to help QC relocatees avail

themselves of legal electrical

connections from the Manila

Electric Co. Each sub-meter cosg .
p

_around P1,000 per family

connection.
Under Bautista’s administration,

- a continuing effort to provide more

livable commumﬁes for QC informal .
settlers is now focused on those
residing in danger areas such as
sidewalks, roadways, waterways,
under transmission lines and on
‘water pipelines, City Administrator

Vic Endriga told Tribune in a text
message. ' Arlie0. Calalo
,C/L/M.x/.“ / 9 m Trnt
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QC sets green standards’

The Quezon City government - reduce greenhouse gases and other

advised the public that no building
construction without the necessary
eco-friendly requirements will be al-
lowed in the city beginning April 2011
as part of the city’s “green building
standards.”

Isagani Verzosa, head of the
Quezon City Department of Building
Official (DBO), said the move is part
of the city government’s effort to

hazardous emissions from buildings
and other struetures. ,

The city’s green building mfra- '
structure ordinance mandates the -
use of environment-friendly tech-
nology and system in the plannm‘g,_ :
design, construction, operation and
maintenance mcludmg retrofitting
of building projects in the c;;x iCh}o; L
A.Chavez) ~
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DepEd taps city gov’ts
for classroom building

To address the shortage in ba-
sic education system in two years
in public schools, particularly lack
of classrooms, the Department of
Education (DepEd) yesterday spear-
headed the launch of a cooperation
program encouraging city govern-
ments to shoulder at least half the
cost of building new classrooms in
their respective areas.

With the help of two other govern-
ment agencies — League of Cities of
the Philippines (LCP) and Depart-
ment of Budget and Management

(DBM) - DepEd is addressing pe-
rennial classroom shortage in public
schools which currently stands at
152,569 classrooms on a single shift
to meet the 1:45 ideal classroom-
student ratio.

Education Secretary Armin Lu-
istro said the memorandum of
agreement signed by DepEd, DBM,
and LCP is expected to cons1derably
fill up classroom shortages in the

~ coming years in line with President
Aquino’s instruction to address edu-
cation resource gaps in two years.

Luistro added that.while DepEd
is thankful for the 100 percent
increase—from 6 billion to P12

billion—in budget allocation for
classroom construction for 2011, “we
know all too well all that it is still not
enough.”

Based on DepEd reports, Luistro

said the agency could hardly cope
with at least one million new entrants
to the public school system every
year. “Also, there are a substantial
number of school buildings which
need to be replaced on account of
old age,” the DepEd chief disclosed.
“Moreover, the recent years saw the
succession of calamities which also
reduced the number of school build-

O

-
=

~ ings,” he added.

Luistro said that under the coun-
ter-parting program, the initial 50
percent of the building cost will come
from participating LGUs which give
priority to areas experiencing acute
shortage.

“The release of DepEd’s 50 per-
cent counter-part funds will be made
upon receipt of certification from
LGU’s that their 50 percent share

hasbeen fully spent and that the con-

* struction is 50 percent complete as

certified by DepEd schools division
superintendent,” Luistro explained.

For its part, the DBM is expected
to assist the DepEd in identifying the
appropriate funding sources under
its budget and facilitate the release
of allotment upon submission of re-

_quired documents.

Luistro lauded the “50/50 ap-
proach” to address classroom short-
age, saying it can be compared to
modern-day ‘bayanihan.’ “We also
call on the implementers of this
partnership scheme to profession-
ally carry out the task as many sec-
tors are expecting it to succeed,” he
added.

The DepEd chief said that the
program, if successful, might pave
the way for cooperation among other
government agencies and from the
private sector to address the short-
ages in public schools.

“We also appeal to parents, teach-
ers, school officials and other con-
cerned education stakeholders to
ensure that this counter-parting
scheme delivers optimum result to
the communities,” Luistro said.
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New building. Quezon City mayor Feliciano Belmonte and other city officials join school and barangay officials at the
inauguration of the new four-storey school building for the Sto. Cristo Elementary School.
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Enough classrooms, teachers,

textbooks for QC are assured

There will be enough class-
rooms, schoolteachers and
textbooks in public elementary
and high schools in Quezon
City when the school opens
next month.

This was the assurance
by reelected Mayor Feliciano
Belmonte Jr., to parents who
likewise said that construction
of seven new school buildings
had already been completed
while the construction of 15
other new school buildings
is being rushed by the city
government to ensure a zero-
shortage of classrooms in the
city’s 42 public secondary and
97 elementary schools.

A C‘/;\C g.‘{ f/\.\ ( { 9{/‘ 7 l’z

By SEL A. BAYSA

Belmonte said the completed
new schoolbuildings are the San
Agustin Elementary School,
Placido del Mundo Elemen-
tary School, San Bartolome El-
ementary School, Kaligayahan
Elementary School, Maligaya
High School, Commonwealth
High School and Judge Juan
Luna High School.

As of February, 43 new
school buildings, made up of
727 classrooms, have been built
by the Belmonte administration.
District 2, which houses major-
ity of the city’s urban poor,
got the lion share with 38 new
school buildings. -

Belmonte said, “with the

B

-ever increasing number of

public school enrollees, the
pressure is continually on us
to construct more school build-
ings to provide a comfortable
student-to-classroom ratio for
our school children.”
Meantime, city schools su-
perintendent Dr. Victoria Q.
Fuentes revealed that the city
has already sufficient class-
rooms as the local government
succeeded in reducing the ratio
of student-to-classroom dis-
tribution in the city in a more
manageable proportion with
the construction of additional
school structures, notably in
District2. .
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QCAFCBI DONATION: Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. receives a letter of donation
of four school buildings from the Quezon City Association of Filipino-Chinese Businessmen, Inc.
(QCAFCBI) during the mayor’s 67th birth anniversary at the City Hall Bulwagan. The four school-
buildings are San Agustin Elementary School, Nagkaisang Nayon Elementary School, Payatas B
Annex Elementary School and Kaligayahan Elementary School. The QCAFCBI officers present
during the simple turnover rites were (from left) director Tommy Tan, VP Lorenzo Ching, secre-
tary Ben Chan, VP John Kaw, president Charles Chen, past president Tan She Ling, EVP Bonifa-
cio Lui, asst. treasurer Benito Ong, Nena Ordonez and Sheila Da Silva, a QCAFCBI staff.
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‘ More classrooms con,;tmcted in QC

Quezon City Mayor Feli-
ciano Belmonte Jr., in response
to the growing population of
students in public elementary
and high schools in the city, in-
augurated last Friday a newly
constructed school building in
Barangay Novaliches proper.

The four-story, 16-classroom
building of the Novaliches
High School is the seventh pub-
lic school building constructed
since Belmonte assumed office

on July 1, 2000, translating into-

212 additional classrooms.

Jun Escaro, infrastructure co-
ordinator of the city school divi-
sion, said the new school build-
ings include five elementary
schools and two high schools in
various parts of the city.

The construction of new
school buildings has addressed

By PERSEUS ECHEMINADA

the growing number of students
in the city’s public schools. At
least 400,000 students were en-
rolled in various public elemen-
tary and high school in the city
this school year.

Apart from the new school
buildings, the city government is
set to bid out the repair and con-
struction of 38 more school
buildings in the four school dis-
tricts of the city.

The current average ratio of
students in public school is one
room for every 43 students in ele-
mentary, and one for every 29 stu-
dents in high school. There are

about 94 publicelementary and 38

secondary schools in Quezon City.

To ensure the delivery of ed- .

ucation services particularly to
urban poor areas, the city gov-

ernment has also set up at least
201 day-care centers with sup-
plemental feeding stations.
Belmonte said the aim of the
city government is to provide
enough day-care centers facili-
ties to cater to almost 30 percent
of Quezon City’s three-year-old

population.

Hesaid the city government

‘isnow providing free tuition in

kindergarten classes offered in
some public schools. In the
past, tuition was P100 a month
for each pupil.

The city school board has
also allotted P11.52 million for

‘payment of the honorarium of
- P2,000 per month to each teach-

er in these classes. ;

The mayor also said im-
provements are being done to
upgrade kindergarten facilities.
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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONIES: Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte (left) and AMA
Education System chairman Amable Aguiluz V (right) led the groundbreaking ceremony for
the AMA Basic Education building that will soon rise along Commonwealth Avenue in Quezon
City. AMA Basic Education, in partnership with the University of California in Berkeley,
introduces innovations in preschool, elementary and high school through the Great
Explorations in Math and Science Program (GEMS), and through an IT-based instructional

program that allows introduction to the internet and hands-on student familiarity with new

technologies. The school is set to open this June. For inquiries, call 4545352/4545345,
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NORTH FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL: Quezon City Magor. Feliciano Belmonte Jr.
‘construction of the four-story North Fairview High School building being
gnve%gnent. Once completed, the school will accommodate students from ne
gays in the Novaliches area, where most of the 350,000 students from the city
are concentrated. R
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QC bunldmg owner faces
suit over wall collapse

THE Quezon Clty government is set to |
file charges of negligence and violation |
of the National Building Code before |
the Prosecutor’s Office for the death of
two people when a wall of a warehouse |
collapsed in Barangay Masambong on
Monday night.

Isagani Verzosa, head of the city
building office, said the owner of LG |
Atkinson Import-Export Inc. will held
liable for the accident, and its pemnt
will be revoked.

“A wall (is) constructed atop an ex-
isting wall (is) not within engineering
standards. (A) permit (was issued) for x
lot 18 only, but they (developer) ex-
tended construction to lots 17, 19, 20
and 21 without permtt ” he told report-

ers in a text message o
Investigation showed that one of the
walls of the warehouse owned by L.G.
Atkinson on Malasimbo Street col-
lapsed at around 8:30 p.m. At least six
passenger jeepneys parked in the area
were buried under the debris.
Rescuers retrieved from the rubbles
the bodies of Norma Magada,44, and
Robin Leuterio, 22, jeepney driver.
Two other people remained missing.
“The building official has informed
me that he has already sent structural
engineers (to the site),” city adminis-
trator Aldrin dinc:ﬂa told reporters, ‘
The buil owner must shoulder | b
the funeral expenses, he said. | % 6C- \ZW““”%
Rio N, Araja

Rescuers look
for survivors
after a building
wall collapsed
on May 19,
2014 in
Masambong,
Quezon City.
DANNY PATA
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The Quezon 1tlgove entlsset
to build a modern and computerized
ccentral stock ware-
house for the stor-
age of construction
materials, electrical
supplies, and other
essential equipment
used by the city.

- Mayor Feliciano
Belmonte approved
the recommenda-
tion of Rolando
Montiel chief of the
city’s General Ser-
vice Office (GSO)
in a bid to further
enhance its develop-
ment projects while
enjoying huge price
cuts and boosting
the locality’s sta-
tus as the country’s
richestlocal govern-
ment units (LGU).

Montiel said
Quezon City should
have a modern
central stock ware-
house similar to that
in Valenzuela City
and Marikina City
where bulk procure-
ments also facilitate
the implementation
of government proj-
ects. '

In some unfore-
seen instances, the
completion of gov-
ernment projects
is delayed with the
suddenskymckeﬁng
prices of materials,
equipment and sup-
plies while cases of
lack of supply of key
essentials are also
blamed for unfin-
ished un i
(Chito Chavez)
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8-story twin towers to rise
in QC Hall complex

The Quezon City govern- National Parks and Develo
ment s set to construct aneight- ment Council, includes the
story civic center building inthe newly-constructed Quezon City
five-hectare city hall complex. = Memorial Circle underpass. |

Mayor Feliciano BelmonteJr. ~ Belmonte said one of the
said the closure of Matatag and  buildings will serve as a one-
Makatungan streets signals the stop shczﬁ for city government
start of the construction of the offices that render front-line
twin tower buildings that form  services.
partof his plan to transformthe  Aside from the twin towers,
city hall complex into a world- Belmonte has also approved the
class facility at par with those construction of a multi-p
in the United States and E . building and the rehabilitation

He said a photo print of the of all sidewalks in the city hall
plans, forwarded to the Nation- complex. 5L :
al Historical Institute and the ~ Perseus Echeminada

Vice President Noli de Castro |
(left) and Quezon City Mayor
Feliciano Belmonte Jr. confer on |
plans for the city’s central {
business district. The two |
executives are chair and co-chair,
respectively, of the Urban Trian- (
gle Development (TriDev) Com- |
mission, a body created by
President Arroyo to manage and
speed up the development of the
250-hectare area in the North and
East Triangles and Veterans
Memorial into a model, progres-
sive, mixed-use community. The
_framework plan for the district
‘was created by the World Bank
which assessed it to be the
‘center of gravity of all commer-
cial activities in Metro Manila in
the coming years.’ Looking on is

| city communication coordination
_| center head Reaaie Samson.
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QC gov’t stops work

Y INQUIRER =

on condominium

A CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER
has been ordered to stop work in
Xavierville Subdivision, Quezon
City, after a 400-kilo slab from the
building fell onto an adjacent
house two weeks ago.

Fortunately, no one was hurt in
the incident although the house
owned by Clarissa Fortuna, a
doctor, sustained a lot of dam-
age.

The Quezon City Office of the
Building Official (OBO) issued a
cease-and-desist order (CDO) on
May 15 against the developer
and contractor of the 25-story
Regina Condominium, which is
under construction in the subdi-
vision. :

The condo is being developed
by BANFF Realty and Develop-
ment Corp., under contract with
Megawide Construction Corp.

On May 12, a slab of “pre-cast
material,” measuring nine-by-
four feet, fell from a crane at the
sixth floor of the condominium,
onto the roof of the house at 33
Collantes Street, .

The huge slab tore through the
roof and destroyed the ceiling of

one of the bedrooms. Luckily, the
slab caught on the wooden sup-
port of the ceiling and stopped it
from crashing into the floor. The
impact, however, sent pieces of
plywood onto the bed, nearly hit-
ting Fortuna. :

Accompanied by her sister-in-
law Tati, who lives in the same
house, Fortuna said she and other
homeowners complained about
the incident before the OBO,
prompting city officials to issue a
CDO: T

But work on the construction
site continued, Fortuna noted,
adding that the crane even went
beyond the site perimeter.

Because of the violations, pro-
Ject engineer Leonardo Paule and
civil engineer Donato Ragudo
were arrested and detained over
the weekend, according to Fortu-
na’s lawyer, Francis Rivera.

At a hearing yesterday at the
OBO, architect Edgardo del
Rosario clarified that the CDO
meant that no type of construc-
tion was allowed as long as the
order remained in effect. Melissa
de Quiros
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