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Motorcycle driver slams
into center island in QC

A motorcycle driver died after
he slammed himself into a center
island located along a major thor-
oughfare in Quezon City before
dawn yesterday.

Traffic investigator Alvin Ven-
tura identified the victim as Pe-
dro Planas, 31, of Block 33, Lot 26,
Phase 9, Package 3, Maharlika,
Bagong Silang, Caloocan City.

Planas died after slamming
his motorcycle at around 2:15

a.m. into the center island of .

the Mindanao Avenue near the
corner of Congressional Road in
Barangay Bahay Toro

The victim was rushed to the
East Avenue Medical Center but
was declared dead on arrival.

Ventura said that the victim

' sustained fatal head injuries dur-

ing the accident despite wearing
a helmet.

The investigator pointed out
_that Planas had a substandard

helmet that cracked and never
got to protect his head upon land-
ing on the concrete street.
Citing accounts of witnesses,
Ventura said that Planas was
driving fast along Mindanao
Avenue aboard his Motorstar

motorcycle (2161PK). :

Because of this, Planas might
have failed to notice the center
island in the area and had his
motorcycle slammed hard mto
the structure.

Planas got thrown off from his
motorcycle because of the colli-
sion and his body landed hard on
the concrete street.

Ventura said that an emer-
gency team from the Philippine
Red Cross was the first to arrive
on the scene and brought the
victim to the hospital but to no
avail. (Jeffrey C. Damicog) ‘
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Febary o 1w (QC has most
road mishaps |
in metropoli:
By nénms Carcamo

MOST road accidents in Metro Ma-
nila happen in Quezon City, the most -
dangerous place for motorists and
pedgstnans in the metropolis, agov-
ernment agency ssﬁ/syin areport.

It is closely followed by Makati -
' City, another business hub where
road accidents are high, according to

the Metro Manila Development Au-

hority, ency overseeing Greater

‘Manila’s I7a§¢ti1«le?an§ mﬁnigjﬁélities.
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; / @l within these cities, and those include Epifanio
: S .. delos Santos Avenue or Edsa, Commonwealth Av-

wwe and C5-Road: :
From page'1 The top accident-prone areas, or “black spots,” that

i the agency lists in its report are Rizal Avenue and 7t
By contrast, Pateros and Navotas are the places Avenue in Caloocan City, C-3 and North Bay in
where the least road accidents happen, and there- Navotas, E. Rodriguez and Aquilina in Marikin: City,
" %fore may be considered the “safest” in the area, the Shaw and 9 de F ebrero in Mandaluyong City,
agency says. . Rodriguez-Lanuza and Julia Vargas in Pasig City,
Quezon City had 17,292 road accidents last year; Ortigas and Wilson in San Juan, and President
or 28.37 percent of the 60,939 accidents recorded  Osmefia and San Andres in Manila.
in all of Metro Manila during the period. Of those, Pateros and Navotas turned out to be the least ac-
123 were fatal, and the total also damaged 13,960 cident-prone last year, with Pateros accounting for
pieces of property in the city. - »only 130 accidents or 0,21 percent of the total, and
Makati, the Philippines’ top business district, ac-  Navotas for only 284 or 0.46 percent of the total. ;
counted for 7,298 road accidents or 11.97 percent. . The agency says the small numbers are due to
of the total, the agency says. - © ! these municipalities’ small land area and business
It says both cities are accident-prone because “activity, and the fact that they have no major ar-
of their size and the concentration of economic  terials roads.
and social activities in their jurisdicﬂbn!‘;;with A We may now consider these [local government
Quezon City having the biggest land area of 166.2 units] to be the safest in Metro Manila in terms of*
sq km. The biggest thoroughfares are also located road traffic accidents,” the agerncy says.
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Installation of side mirrors

By SEL A. BAYSA

on motorcycles sought in QC

AXQuezon City councilor Fas sought
the installation of side mirrors on motor-
cycles and other two-wheeled vehicles.

. The proposed ordinance by Coun-
cilor Edcel Lagman Jr. seeks to penalize
motorcycle owners whose unit shall be
caught driving within the city without
side mirrors.

It imposes a fine of not less thah
$2,000 or more than 5,000 for viola-
tors.

Lagman justified his proposed mea-
sure to the rise of road accidents involv-
ing motorcycles within Quezon City in
the last five years. v J

Figures from the Metro Manila,
Development Authority Road Safety
Unit (MMDA-RSU) showed that 2,092
accidents, including 51 deaths, were
reported in the first five months this
year. |

In 2005, accidents, involving mo-
torcycles, were listed at 4,174, reports
said. ‘
The latest figure exceeded the total for
the whole 2004 which was 1,702. |

Only 542 accidents were recorded |
in 2003, and 285 accidents were listed
in 2002.

The figure from January to May this
year showed a 20 percent increase per
‘month or 418 motorcycle accidents com-
pared to last year's monthly average of
348 accidents. ey

The MMDA-RSU record further in-
dicated that a total of 79 fatalities were
reported last year or 10.2 fatalities per!
month in the first five months of the year,
while 6.5 deaths every month last year. |

Lagman said, “the upsurge of such
accidents is attributed to the fact that‘
most motorycle units do not have side
mirrors which, if installed, would help -
drivers better and safety maneuver than
those who do not have them.”
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SHOOTOUT IN MANILA. Upper photo shows P/Senior Inspector Wilfredo Estrella, chief, West-
ern Police District Office (WDPO) mobile division, inspecting the shattered rear glass of the
mobile car 376 after a shootout between the police and suspected criminals at the corner of
and President Quirino Avenue at about 12:30 a.m. yesterday. Lower photo, mem-

bers Western Police District Office-Scene of the Crime Office (WPDO-SOCO) examining
the Nissa 3 lk (FEG-900) d by four suspected criminals during the shootout. (Pol

o
WDRo

Briana Jr.)
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The Quezon Memorial Circle, a 27-
hectare national landmark and public
park, is now becoming a place of acci-
dents.

This was the assessment of Quezon
City Parks Development Foundation
Board of Directors led by its chairman,
Justice Emilio Gancayco, and Charito
Planas, president.

Because of this, they urged the Metro-
politan Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) through a board resolution, to
limit the speed of vehicles plying the El-
liptical Road to 30 kilometers per hour
(30 KPH) for the safety of pedestrians.

Copies of the resolution were also dis-
tributed to the offices of the city mayor,

' vice mayor, and the head of the city’s
Department of Public Order and Safety.

Planas said that a permanent resolu-
tion to the woes of tens of thousands of
people crossing the deadly Elliptical
Road is as simple as providing foot-
bridges or construct underpass leading
to major entrances of the park. :

But without concrete action from au-
thorities concerned, pedestrians cross-
ing the Elliptical Road will continue to
risk their life and limb to great danger.

.. Planas said pedestrians are finding it
difficult to cross the Elliptical Road be-
use it has a continuous one-way traf-
ﬂlgw of speeding vehicles ‘round-the-

ck.

| “There were numerous instances
en pedestrians crossing the Elliptical
vad were bumped by speeding ve-

worry Quezon City execs

. By SHERYL GRADO LAUDATO 1

hicles. AmongAtEe victims include a
waiter and an elderly female employee
of the park who suffered bone fractures
and was put into body brace for a month,
among others,” she said.

The latest vehicle bumping victim
was, ironically, a traffic aide/enforcer
from the Quezon City Department of
Public Order and Safety (QC-DPOS) who
was tasked to guide and assist pedestri-
ans crossing the Elliptical Road.

“Bystanders were the ones who
brought the hapless victim while no one
was able to jot down its plate number.”

Planas said: “Dapat kasi bago inalis
ni Chairman Bayani Fernando ang is-
land doon ay naglagay na muna siya ng
underpass o ng pedestrian crossing.”

_ She believes that the Elliptical Road

is the largest rotunda in the world, sur-

rounding the Quezon Memorial Circle
— Quezon City’s foremost landmark and
26-hectare public park.

It is visited by many people because it
has features for everybody: For the health
conscious, the family oriented, sports
buff, cultural show goers, spiritual fol-
lowers, ecology conscious, plant lovers,
restaurant habitués, children and adults.

But it was noted that while footbridges
sprout like mushrooms in key areas of
the metropolis which are not as accident-
prone and dangerous as the Elliptical
Road, it is a puzzle why until now, no
action has been taken yet by government
authorities to their plight.

- Some of these pedestrians said in jest:
“They have no concern on us. We go to
the Circle to exercise, be fit and prolong
our life... but we will shorten our life in
just crossing this road!”

- Planas said that they have submitted

the resolution to the MMDA late last year.
However, she said, they have no idea
when it will be resolved.

“I believe that sooner or later, the reso-
lution we’ve made will have a positive
response because they have nothing to
do but to act on this problem concerning
the safety of the people,” Planas said.

She added that they (MMDA and gov-
ernment officials) should not wait an-
other accident to happen. :

“If they can’t do this for the people,

they should do this for their family’s
sake,” Planas said.
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